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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 01/23/2008 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that all claims are sufficiently related and 
a thorough search for the subject matter of any one Group of claims would encompass a 
search for the subject matter of the remaining claims. This is not found persuasive 
because the search for the manufacturing device of an optical recording medium is different 
from the search for an optical recording medium. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 24-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jiro et al. 
JP 2002-063736 A (Jiro hereinafter). 

Re claim 24, Jiro teaches an optical recording medium (Drawing 1) comprising: a disc-like 
shaped support substrate (a medium is a disc-like, para [0004]) including an information 
recording face at least on one side (recording layer front face, para [0004]); and a light 
transmitting resin layer formed on the support substrate on the information recording face 
side (transparence resin layer, para [0004]), wherein an annular convex portion projecting 
in a thickness direction so as to surround a center axis line of the support substrate is 
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formed on the resin layer, and the resin layer is extended to inside of the annular convex 
portion in a radial direction (an optical information medium laminated stair-like so that it 
may have at least a two-layer resin layer which is circular and has annular heights in an 
internal circumference edge and these each resin layer may not cover said annular heights 
of other resin layers, para [0011]). 

Re claim 25, teaches the optical recording medium according to claim 24, wherein 
the annular convex portion is integrally formed with the resin layer (a feed hole 101 inserts 
in the annular projection 201 of a rotary table 200, para [0061] and see also Drawing 12). 
Re claim 26, 27 and 28, Jiro teaches the optical recording medium according to claim 24 
and/or 25, wherein the resin layer is formed so that a thickness of an inner part inside the 
annular convex portion in the radial direction is smaller than that of an outer part outside 
the annular convex portion in the radial direction (transparence resin layer formed with the 
spin coat method will become thick in the disk periphery section compared with the disk 
inner circumference section, para [0004]). 

Re claim 29 and 30, Jiro teaches the optical recording medium according to claim 24 
and/or 25, wherein the annular convex portion is formed in a circular ring shape concentric 
with the support substrate (the optical information media which is in a circle and has 
annular heights on the inner circumference edge, para [001 1]). 

Re claim 31 and 32, teaches the optical recording medium according to claim 24 and/or 25, 
wherein the annular convex portion is formed intermittently in a circumferential direction 
(the annular heights are exposed to the step side of this stair-like section, para [0072]). 
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Re claim 33 and 34, Jiro teaches the optical recording medium according to claim 24 
and/or 25, wherein the support substrate has a stepwise shape with a step on the 
information recording face along the annular convex portion (the annular heights are 
exposed to the step side of this stair-like section, para [0072]). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Both Kamezaki and Asai are relevant to applicants claimed invention 
of a recording medium with disc shaped substrate, with light transmitting resin and an 
annular projection at the center hole. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HENOK G. HEYI whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:30 to 6:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Henok G Heyi/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 
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